Hedgehogs

Hedgehogs can be found almost everywhere in the UK. They live in
cities and towns. Additionally, they can also be found on railway land,
parks and gardens. They do not live on mountainsides because there
is not much food for them and there are not many places for them to
nest.

Appearance

Hedgehogs are small, spiky animals. Adult hedgehogs have long spines
along their backs and sides, which gives them their spiky appearance.
However, these spines do not grow on their faces or legs. Some
hedgehogs can have up to seven thousand spines, which last for
around a year before dropping out and being replaced by new ones.

Hedgehog habits

Hedgehogs visit a lot of gardens. A garden can have up to ten different
hedgehogs passing through it. They are very nosey animals and
sometimes need rescuing from getting their heads stuck in empty
yoghurt pots, tine and plastic cups.

Interesting fact

When a hedgehog feels scared, it will roll itself up
into a ball so that its spikes will frighten off its
enemies.

Interesting fact

A baby hedgehog is called a ‘hoglet’. A
male hedgehog is called a ‘boar’ and a

female is called a ‘sow’.

Diet

Hedgehogs are often called the Garden’s Friend, because they eat the
slugs that eat plants and cause damage to the garden. They can eat up
to forty or more slugs a night. They also eat small creatures, such as:
insects, worms, centipedes, snails, mice, frogs and snakes.

Interesting fact

Milk makes hedgehogs very ill as they are
lactose intolerant.

Helping a hedgehog

To not endanger hedgehogs, people can take precautions to keep the
spiky mammals’ habitat safe.

Slug pellets - Do not use these to kill slugs. Hedgehogs eat the pellets
or dead slugs and the poison in them can kill the hedgehogs.

Garden ponds- Hedgehogs can fall into ponds and drown. To ensure
that this does not happen, people can check that their ponds have
sloping sides, so a hedgehog can get out safely if they fell in. In addition,
adding netting or chicken wire to cover a pond, can help to ensure that
hedgehogs do not accidently fall in.

Nesting places — Hedgehogs nest in piles of leaves. Gardeners, when
tidying their gardens, need to be careful to not accidentally wake a
sleeping hedgehog.

lactose intolerant- is a digestive problem where the body is unable to
digest lactose, a type of sugar mainly found in milk and dairy products.

slug pellets- poisonous tablets left out in the garden to kill slugs.
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