
EYFS curriculum overview learning for Nursery and Reception- Looking at opportunities in each of the 7 
areas of learning and developing characteristics of effective learning 

                       

Courage  

Compassion  

Curiosity  



 Characteristics of effective learning 

 



 



               Leuven scales for well-being and involvement                 
Well-Being and Involvement Statements 
Well-Being Low – The child clearly shows signs of discomfort such as crying or screaming. They may look dejected, sad, 

frightened, or angry. The child does not respond to the environment, avoids contact and is withdrawn. The child 
may behave aggressively, hurting him/herself or others. 
 
Medium – The child has a neutral posture. Facial expression and posture show little or no emotion. There are no 
signs indicating sadness or pleasure, comfort, or discomfort.  
 
High – The child looks happy and cheerful, smiles, cries out with pleasure. They may be lively and full of energy. 
Actions can be spontaneous and expressive. The child may talk to him/herself, play with sounds, hum, sing. The 
child appears relaxed and does not show any signs of stress or tension. He/she is open and accessible to the 
environment. The child expresses self-confidence and self-assurance.  
 

Involvement Low – Activity at this level can be simple, stereotypical, repetitive, and passive. The child is absent and displays no 
energy. There is an absence of cognitive demand with moments of non-activity, in which the child is not 
concentrating and is staring into space. There may be frequent interruptions in the child’s concentration, but his/her 
involvement is not enough to return to the activity. 
 
Medium – The child is busy at an activity, but it is at a routine level and the real signals for involvement are 
missing. There is some progress, but energy is lacking, and concentration is at a routine level. The child can be 
easily distracted.  
 
High – The child’s activity has intense moments, or at the highest level is sustained and intense and comes to have 
special meaning. At this high level, activity is resumed even after interruptions. Stimuli from the surrounding 
environment, however attractive, cannot seduce the child away from activity. In the observed period not all the 
signals for involvement need be there, but the essential ones must be present: concentration, creativity, energy, and 
persistence.  



EYFS- 

Nursery  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year A 

 
Superheroes /All about 

me – growing and changing  
Superheroes, senses  

  
Travel, my world  

 

 

Space, the earth and I  My wonderful world  

Food and growing  

Life cycles 

My wonderful world  

Habitats- minibeast  

Life cycles 

Cornerstones 
topic links to 
EYFS- YN/R 

Me and My Community (PSE).   
Exploring Autumn/winter 
Animal safari (W) 
Once upon a time (L)  
Sparkle and shine (PSED) 

Signs of Spring (W) 
Starry night (W) 
Shadows and reflections (W) 

 

Sunshine and sunflowers (W) 
Ready Steady grow (W) 
Creep Crawl Wiggle (W) 
 

Year B  Superhero Me/ 

Dinosaurs, stones and 

bones 

Dinosaurs, stones and 

bones 
Our house, our home our 

country  
Our house our home, our 

country –  
Commotion in the ocean Commotion in the ocean 

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

Development 

EYFS ELG: Personal social and emotional development-  
Self-Regulation  
Managing Self  
Building Relationships  
Manage transition from 
parents/carers to Nursery 
staff 
Play with increasing 
confidence on their own or 
with other children 
Express a range of 
emotions 

Develop friendships with 
peers 
Notice and ask questions 
about differences, such as 
skin colour, types of hair, 
gender, SEN etc. 
Be increasingly able to 
talk about and mange 
emotions 
Increasingly follow rules, 
understanding why they 
are important 

Begin to show effortful 
control – waiting for a 
turn and resisting to urge 
to grab what they want 
Play with one or more 
children, extending and 
elaborating play ideas  
Select and use activities to 
achieve a goal 

Develop their sense of 
responsibility and 
membership of a 
community 
Do not always need an 
adult to remind them of a 
rule 

Help to find solutions to 
conflicts and rivalries 
Develop appropriate ways 
of being assertive 

Talk with others to solve 
conflicts 
Begin to understand how 
others might be feeling 
Talk about their feelings using 
words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, 
‘angry’, or ‘worried’. 

 Throughout the year: discreet check ins at the start of each session and throughout. 
Three intakes at Autumn, Spring and Summer: Focus on making relationships/getting to know the new environment/getting to know the routines and expectations 

Physical Development EYFS ELG Physical Development:  
Gross Motor Skills  
Fine Motor Skills  
PE: Multi Skills - kicking 
Enjoy starting to kick, 
throw and catch balls 
Build with a range of 
appropriate 
resources 
Show a desire to be 
independent in feeding, 
dressing or undressing. 

PE: Gymnastics - 
apparatus  
Develop manipulation and 
control 
Explore different materials 
and tools e.g. clay, 
brushes, shells 
Climb up apparatus using 
alternate feet 
Clap and stamp to music 

PE: Multi Skills – throwing 
and catching 
Continue to develop their 
movement, balancing, 
riding (scooters, trikes and 
bikes) and ball skills 
Use large and small motor 
skills to do things 
independently e.g. manage 
buttons and zips 

PE: Gymnastics- jumping 
jacks 
Skip, hop, stand on one 
leg and hold a pose for 
games like musical statues 
Start to eat independently 
and learn how to use a 
knife and fork. 

PE: Athletics – running and 
races 
Use and remember 
sequences and patterns of 
movements related to 
rhythm and music 
Use one handed equipment 
e.g. scissors to make snips 
in paper 

PE: Multi Skills – throwing and 
catching 
Developing the ability to put 
on and take off their own coat 
with some adult support 
Use a comfortable grip when 
holding pens and pencils 
Show preference for a 
dominant hand 



Make healthy choices 
about food, drink, activity 
and toothbrushing 
Become increasingly 
independent in meeting 
own care needs e.g. using 
the toilet, washing and 
drying hands thoroughly 

Collaborate with others to 
manage large items such 
as large blocks and planks 

 Throughout the year: toilet training in partnership with parents to become independent/being increasingly independent in meeting their care needs e.g. using the toilet, washing 
and drying their hands thoroughly. Squiggle While you Wiggle 

Communication and 
Language 

Development 

ELG Communication and Language: 
Listening, Attention and Understanding  
Speaking  
Enjoy listening to simple 
stories 
Develop vocabulary – 
descriptive language 
Start to say how they are 
feeling using words as well 
as actions 

Listening to simple stories 
and understand what is 
happening with the help of 
pictures 
Start to develop 
conversation 
Develop vocabulary – 
words for time e.g. now, 
later 

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories 
Develop vocabulary – 
function of an object e.g. 
knows a sponge is for 
washing 
Develop pretend play 
‘putting baby to sleep’ or 
‘driving a car to the shops’ 
etc. 

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and remember 
much of what happens 
Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ 
Use a wider range of 
vocabulary 

Sing a large repertoire of 
songs 
Understand ‘why’ 
questions 
Using sentences of four to 
five words 
Use talk to organise play 
e.g. “Let’s go on a bus, 
you sit there” 
Use past tense 

Know many rhymes, be able to 
talk about familiar books and 
be able to tell a long story 
Start a conversation with an 
adult or friend and continue it 
for many turns 
Use ‘because’ or ‘and’ in 
sentences 
Use future tense 
Answer simple ‘why’ questions 

 Three intakes at Autumn, Spring and Summer: Developing an understanding of expectations and routine/developing listening skills. 
Literacy Literacy: 

Comprehension  
Word Reading 
Writing.  
Enjoy songs and rhymes 
Enjoy sharing books with 
an adult 
Enjoy drawing freely 

Join in with songs and 
rhymes, copying sounds, 
rhythms, tunes and tempo 
Pay attention and respond 
to pictures or words in 
books 
Seek out favourite books 

Say some of the words in 
songs and rhymes 
Repeat words and phrases 
from familiar stories 
Give meaning to marks on 
drawings 

Repeat words and phrases 
from familiar stories 
Ask questions, make 
comments and share ideas 
about a book 
Make marks on drawings 
to stand for their name 

Sings songs and say 
rhymes independently 
Develop an understanding 
of the five key concepts of 
print 

Extended conversations about 
stories, learning new 
vocabulary 
Write some or all of their 
name 
Write some letters accurately 

 Throughout the year: books for sharing at home/quality texts in reading area/texts in all areas of provision/exposure to fiction and non-fiction/daily story time/daily voting for 
nursery rhyme of the day/name card in area/mark making/shape formation prompts/letter formation prompts /Phase 1 Phonics Aspects 1-7 

Mathematics ELG Mathematics: 
Number  
Numerical Patterns  
Numeral 1 
- 2D shape: circle 

Numeral 2 
- Sorting 
- Pattern 
Numeral 3 
- 2D shape: triangle 
- Sorting 

Numeral 4 
- 2D shape: square & 
rectangle 
- Sorting 

Numeral 5 
- Measures 
- Capacity 

Recap and application of 
numerals 1-5 

Positional language 
Recap 2D shape 
Weight 



- Length/Height 
 Throughout the year: Counting songs up to five 

Understanding the 
world 

EYFS ELG -Understanding of the world:  
The Natural World  
People, Culture and Communities 
Past and present 
RE- Myself 
 
Comments on recent 
pictures of experiences in 
their own life. “This was 
me at the farm…” 
Knows that there are 
differences between what 
people believe 
Developing positive 
attitudes about differences 
between people 
Knows that different 
countries have different 
homes 
Explains how life may be 
different for other children 
Understands that the 
weather changes and that 
in different countries you 
have different weather 
Can identify what you 
need to wear for each 
season and why 

RE link -Christmas- What 
is Christmas? 
Able to say who they are 
and who they live with 
 
Can talk about any pets 
that they might have 
Can briefly talk about 
some members of their 
family 
Sequence family members 
by size and name (baby, 
child, adult) 
Sequence family members, 
explaining who they are 
(baby, toddler, child, 
teenager, adult, elderly) 
Knows that we live near 
Partney which is in 
England 
Knows where they live 
(house, flat, bungalow) 
Talk about what they see 
in their own environment 
(school/home) using a wide 
vocabulary 

RE special books 
 
Can explain features of 
other homes 
Explains how life may be 
different for other children 
Explores how things work 
Explores and talks about 
forces (push and pulls) 

RE link Easter - What is 
Easter? 
 
Comments on 
real/fictional characters in 
stories 
 
Understands the difference 
between plants and 
animals 
Plants seeds and cares for 
growing plants with 
support 
Can say some of the 
things that plants need to 
survive 

RE Creation story - What 
can we learn from stories? 
Knows that there are 
different countries in the 
world 
 
Knows what a map is used 
for 
Identifies features on a 
simple map (trees, house, 
river, mountain) 
Understands the difference 
between plants and 
animals 

RE Our World 
link Special Places - What 
makes places special? 
 
Can explain the life cycle of a 
butterfly 
 
Uses senses in hands on 
exploration 
Can name their 5 senses 

RE- EYFS LAS Unit 1  
Myself  
 

LAS Unit 3/4  
Special people to me -
What makes people 
special? 

LAS Unit 11  
Our Special Books  

Salvation  
UC F3 (core) Why do 
Christians put a cross in 
an Easter garden?  

Creation  
UC F1(core)  
  

LAS Unit 7 Our beautiful 
world  

 Welly walks in the local environment and joining in with celebrations throughout the year- Christmas/Easter/Birthdays etc 
Expressive Arts and 

Design 
EYFS Expressive art and design –  
Creating with Materials  
Being Imaginative and Expressive  
 
Use a thick paintbrush to 
create art work 
Mark-making lines, 
crosses, circles and other 
simple shapes 

Print with large blocks and 
larger sponges 
Enjoys using hands, feet 
and fingers to paint 

Use pre-made paints and 
are able to name colours 
Begin to draw things that 
they observe 

Draws faces with features 
and draws enclosed 
spaces, giving meaning 
Use glue sticks and glue 
spatulas independently 

Draw potato people (no 
neck or body) 
Begin to develop skills to 
enhance their creations 
e.g. snipping, folding 

Print with small blocks, small 
sponges, fruit, shapes and 
other resources 
Children are able to draw 
things that they observe 



Use glue spatulas with 
support 
Builds towers by stackings 
objects 
Move to music 

Adds other materials to 
develop models (tissue 
paper, glitter…) 
Enjoys listening to music 
Copy basic actions 
Know some words when 
singing 

Use glue sticks with 
support 
Builds walls to create 
enclosed spaces 
Explores instruments and 
is beginning to name them 
(drum, tambourine, 
maraca, triangle…) 
Sings in a small group 
Plays with familiar 
resources 
- simple small world (farm, 
cars, trains, dolls) 

Builds simple models using 
walls, roofs, and towers. 
Talk about how music 
makes them feel 
Sings in a group, trying to 
keep in time 
Participates in small world 
play related to rhymes 
and stories 

Explores clay/makes marks 
in clay 
Is able to name a wide 
variety of instruments (also 
including chime bars, 
glockenspiels, xylophones) 
Plays a given instrument to 
a simple beat 
Uses own experiences to 
develop storylines 
Creates their own piece of 
art and gives meaning 

Additional textures – children 
describe as smooth or bumpy 
Beginning to weave (gross 
motor) 
Manipulates clay (rolls, cuts, 
squashes, pinches, twists…) 
Talks about how music makes 
them feel 
Watches dances and 
performances 
Shares likes and dislikes about 
dances/performances 
Children work independently 
to develop basic skills 
Works with a friend, copying 
ideas and developing skills 
together 

AccessArt EYFS 

 

Ourselves/superheroes 
 
Understanding identity and exploring 
relationships- self-portraits 
 
Exploring the power of creativity- finger 
portraits 
 

Space 
 
Exploring the power of creativity- nursey 
night-time collage 

Mini beast/growing 
 
Exploring the power of creativity- minibeast 
artwork 

Possible art skills 
develop through a 
topic- sequence may 
change.  

 Ongoing throughout the year: Art ‘in the moment’ linked to topics inside and on a larger scale outside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EYFS- 

Reception 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year A 

 
Superheroes /All about 

me – growing and changing  
Superheroes, senses  

  
Travel, my world  

 

 

Space, the earth and I  My wonderful world  

Food and growing  

Life cycles 

My wonderful world  

Habitats- minibeast  

Life cycles 

Year B  Superhero Me/ Dinosaurs, 

stones and bones 
Dinosaurs, stones and bones Our house, our home our 

country  
Our house our home, our 

country – inc The Great 

Fire of London 

Commotion in the ocean Commotion in the ocean 

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

Development 

EYFS ELG: Personal social and emotional development-  
 Self-Regulation  
- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly;  
- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate;  
- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions.  
Managing Self  
- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;  
- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly;  
- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.  
Building Relationships  
- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;  
- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;  
- Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 
Select and use resources in 
the classroom and outside 
Become familiar with 
routines and expectations 
Begin to develop 
relationships with adults 
and peers 
 

Develop friendships with 
peers and relationships 
Increasingly follow rules and 
routines and recognise 
boundaries and expectations 

Show independence in 
selecting and using 
resources 
Identify a range of feelings 
And how others might feel 
Begin to take on 
challenges and show 
perseverance 

Begin to regulate 
behaviour in different 
situations 
Show independence in 
managing needs 
Begin to show resilience in 
the face of challenge 

Express and moderate 
feelings appropriately 
See themselves as unique 
and valuable 
Find solutions to conflicts 
Explain why we have rules 

Manage own hygiene 
Work cooperatively with 
others  
Take turns 
Show understandings of 
other feelings and 
differences 
Give focussed attention 

 Ongoing throughout the year: Develop key values of Curiosity, compassion, and courage.  
Use the Colour monster and other stories to explore feelings, and emotions, being similar and different. 

Physical 
Development 

 
 

EYFS ELG Physical Development:  
Gross Motor Skills  
- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others;  
- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;  
- Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.  
Fine Motor Skills  
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;  
- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;  
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
Practise and refine 
movement and acquired 
skills 

Develop control when 
moving 

Develop body strength, 
balance, co-ordination and 
agility 

Develop body strength, 
balance, co-ordination and 
agility 

Develop body strength Refine different ways of 
moving- hopping, skipping 
etc 



Develop gross motor skills 
Develop attention, balance 
and coordination 
Practise throwing 
Develop fine motor skills to 
use tools independently 
and safely 
Begin to manage own 
hygiene 

Develop body strength, 
balance, co-ordination and 
agility 
Develop core strength 
Develop self-help skills, 
dressing, undressing, 
fasteners etc 

Develop core strength and 
posture 
Combine different 
movements 
Establish correct pencil 
grip and posture for 
writing 
Put on and take off coat 

Confidently use large and 
small apparatus and 
equipment 
Talk about ways to keep 
healthy- including exercise 
and keeping active 
Develop ball skills 
 
 

Develop balance on large 
equipment – use safe 
dismounts 
Develop confidence and 
accuracy when using a 
ball- throwing and 
receiving 
Fasten oven coat 
Negotiate space and 
obstacles safely 
Develop coordination 
Use a range of small tools 
Develop handwriting- letter 
formation  

Demonstrate overall body 
strength, balance, 
coordination and agility 
Negotiate space and 
obstacles safely considering 
themselves and others 
Hold a pencil with an 
effective tripod grip 
Use a range of small tools 
with control 
Talk about different ways 
of keeping healthy and 
active 

 Ongoing throughout the year: Squiggle while you Wiggle and PE with Premier Sports 
Communication and 

Language 
Development 

ELG Communication and Language: 
Listening, Attention and Understanding  
- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group 
interactions;  
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding;  
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.  
Speaking  
- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;  
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;  
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and 
support from their teacher 
Listening to stories 
Hear a wider range of 
vocabulary 
Sing some songs 
Engage in conversation 
with adults and peers- 
getting to know people in 
the class 
Participate in small group 
activities and whole class 
time 

Talk about familiar books 
Develop communication with 
others 
Understand ‘why’ questions  
Follow simple instructions 
Hear and use a wider range 
of vocabulary 
Learn rhymes and songs 

Engage with fiction and 
non-fiction stories/texts 
Learn and use a wider 
range of vocabulary linked 
to interests and new 
teaching 
Retell stories  
Learn rhymes, songs and 
simple poems 

Engage with a range of 
fiction and non-fiction 
stories/texts 
Learn and use a wider 
range of vocabulary  
Retell stories in sequence 
Retell real events in 
sequence 
Sing songs 

Engage with a range of 
fiction and non-fiction 
stories/texts 
Learn and use a wider 
range of vocabulary  
Retell stories sequence and 
using detail from the story 
Retell real events in 
sequence with more detail 
Engage in conversations in 
a bigger group 
Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
Give explanations for why 
things happen- using 
because 
Recite rhymes and poems 

Talk about a range of 
fiction and non-fiction 
stories/texts 
Learn and use a wider 
range of vocabulary in 
different contexts 
Ask questions to clarify 
understanding 
Retell stories sequence and 
using detail from the story 
Retell real events in 
sequence with more detail 
Engage in conversations in 
a bigger group 
Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
Give explanations for why 
things happen- using 
because 
Recite rhymes and poems/ 
sing more sngs 



 Ongoing throughout the year: Support the development of language to communicate and social communication skills. 
Literacy Phonics, Magic lines, Shared stories, CFFM, HFW/ topic vocab 

Literacy: 
Comprehension  
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;  
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;  
- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.  
Word Reading  
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;  
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;  
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.  
Writing  
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;  
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;  
- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.  
Say some of the words in 
songs and rhymes 
Repeat words and phrases 
from familiar stories 
Give meaning to marks on 
drawings 

Suggest words that rhyme- 
real or pseudo 
Orally blend CVC words 
Say correct phoneme for 
letter they have learnt 
Listen to stories and discuss 
new vocabulary 
Hear and write some initial 
sounds in words 
Write taught dictated 
sounds and words using 
taught sounds 

Listen to stories and other 
texts and discuss 
unfamiliar words 
Write their own name 
Write dictated words and 
phrases 
Segment and blend taught 
sounds to read and write 
Begin to form taught 
letters correctly 

Write CVC words and 
simple captions 
Write dictated phrases 
Say the correct sound for 
each letter of the alphabet 
Read CVC words and 
captions consistent with 
their phonic knowledge 
Form some upper- and 
lower-case letters correctly 
Write for a purpose- eg 
maps, letter, message in a 
bottle etc 

Share whole class stories- 
discuss texts 
Make predictions about 
events 
Retell stories in sequence- 
story mapping 
Read simple sentences and 
taught tricky words 
Spell using phonic 
knowledge  
Write simple words and 
phrases- some dictated 
Write for a purpose- eg 
Bean diary, shopping lists, 
labels and captions 

Ask and answer questions 
about whole class and 
group stories and texts 
Predict what might happen 
next and begin to give 
reasons for thinking 
Read aloud sentences 
consistent with phonic 
knowledge 
Spell words using phonic 
knowledge 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences including some 
tricky words- eg for life-
cycles etc. 

Jolly Phonics  Autumn 1 wk 1 (1st full week) wk 2 wk 3 
EYFS Jolly phonics s a t i  

 
p n c k  e h r m  

 wk 4 wk 5 wk 6 
EYFS d g o u i f b ai j oa  
Autumn 2 wk 1 wk 2 wk 3 
EYFS ie ee or 

I  
zz w ng v 
the 

oo/OO y x 
me we 

 wk 4 wk 5 wk 6/7 
EYFS ch sh, th/th 

he she be 
qu ou 
to do 

oi ue ee ar 
was are all 

Spring 1 wk 1 wk 2 wk 3 
EYFS y as ee SATIPN 

you your 
short vowels CKEHRMD 
come some  

ck short vowels GOUFLB 
said here there 

 wk 4 wk 5 wk 6 
EYFS short vowels double letters J long vowels magic e ZWV long vowels magic e YXQ 



they go no so my one by 
Spring 2 wk 1 wk 2 wk 3 
EYFS ay oy the alphabet 

only old 
ea as ee b and d 
like have 

y igh as ie formation- r/n/m/h 
live give  

 wk 4 wk 5 wk 6 
EYFS ow as oa and ou formation- caterpillar 

letters  little down 
ir and ur as er formation- tall letters 
what when 

ew as ue formation letters with tails why 
where 

SUMMER 1 wk 1 wk 2 wk 3 
EYFS au, au, al as or formation- e z s v w x   

who which   
ph as f any many soft c, soft g 

more before other were 
 wk 4 wk5 wk6 
EYFS ai a-e ay 

because want 
ee e-e ea  
saw put 

ie i-e y igh 
could should would 

Summer term 2  wk 1 wk 2 wk 3 
EYFS oa o-e ow 

right two for 
ue u-e ew  
goes does 

ou ow  oi oy 
made their once upon always 

 wk 4 wk 5 wk 6 
EYFS er ir ur   

also of eight 
aw au al 
love cover after 

air ear are – as air 
ever 

 

Mathematics 
NCETM Maths 

Mastery 

ELG Mathematics: 
Number  
- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;  
- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;  
- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double 
facts.  
Numerical Patterns  
- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;  
- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity;  
- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 
Revision of numbers to 5 
1:1 correspondence 
Counting to 5 
Counting rhymes and 
songs 
Show how to make 
numbers using objects 
Language of comparison 

Subitise within 5 
Patterns within 4 
Represent numbers on 
fingers 
1:1 correspondence- Know 
the last number counted is 
how many 
Counting rhymes and songs 
Cardinality of 5 
Count beyond 5 
Recognise numerals to 5 
Numbers made with 1s 
Compose own numbers 
within 5 
Explore parts and wholes 
Compare sets 
Language of comparison 

Subitise within 5 – 
structured and random 
Patterns to 5 and more 
than 5 
Pattern with small group 
and 1 more 
Match arrangements to 
fingers 
Verbal counting to 20 and 
beyond 
Counting objects 
Ordering numbers 
Composition of 5- 
missing/hidden parts 
Composition of 6 
Numbers to 10 as 5 and 
some more 

Symmetrical patterns/ 
doubling 
Cardinality of numbers 
within 10 
Counting pattern beyond 
20 
Odd and even numbers 
using the ‘shape’ of these 
Begin to link even to 
doubles 
Explore composition within 
10 
Compare numbers and 
reason the ‘howmanyness’ 
position in the number 
system 

Familiar subitising patterns 
Subitising with number 
patterns 
Know when to count and 
when to subitise 
Verbal counting to 20 and 
beyond 
Count from different 
starting points 
Composition of 10 
Order sets of objects 

Consolidation of 
understanding of concepts 
previously taught through 
working in a variety of 
contexts and with different 
numbers 
 



Compare by 
looking/subitising 
Explore making equal sets 

Compare and use 
language of comparison- 
play comparison games 
Compare by matching 
equal sets 
Explore making unequal 
sets 

 Ongoing throughout the year: Develop understanding and knowledge of shape, space and measure through practical activities inside and outdoors. Introduce common shapes 
3D/2D and investigate measuring and comparing- length//height/mass/weight/capacity. Introduce concept of time and money through practical activity, story and discussion 
 

Understanding the 
world 

EYFS ELG -Understanding of the world:  
The Natural World  
- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;  
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
People, Culture and Communities 
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;  
- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – 
maps.  
Past and present 
- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
What do we see, hear and 
feel – Autumn 
Talk about family and self 
 
RE- Special people- Myself 
What makes people 
special? 

Look at the changing 
seasons- talk about autumn 
into winter- weather etc 
Talk about family 
(similar/different) and 
community and familiar 
people 
Talk about things they have 
done in the past 
Explore figures from the 
past- e.g Guy Fawkes/ 
Remembrance Day 
Look at special places- eg 
church  
Explore some different 
beliefs 
RE- Special people – inc 
Jesus and Christmas. 
Christmas story 

Look at the changing 
season- weather- winter 
Look at similarities and 
differences between life in 
the country and life in a 
town.  
Look at another country- 
linked to topic. 
 
RE- Special books  

Look at the changing 
season- Spring 
Look at and compare 
characters from stories 
Use non-fiction 
books/internet to find out 
about the word 
 
RE- Salvation What is 
Easter? Easter story- 
traditions 
 

Look at the changing 
season- spring in bloom 
moving into summer 
Talk about relationships- 
families, community etc 
Look at being similar and 
different in this country 
and other places 
Make and draw maps 
Explore the natural world- 
plants and animal 
Explore figures from the 
past e.g. St George 
 
RE- Creation. What can 
we learn from stories? 
Bible stories 

Look at the changing 
season- summer weather 
Look at environments- 
discuss similarities and 
differences e.g farms and 
factories/ hot and cold 
countries linked to weather 
Look at world maps and 
globes 
 
RE- Our worlds - Special 
places-What makes a place 
special?  

RE- EYFS LAS Unit 1  
Myself  
 

LAS Unit 3/4  
Special people to me -What 
makes people special? 

LAS Unit 11  
Our Special Books  

Salvation  Creation  
UC F1(core)  
  

LAS Unit 7 Our beautiful 
world  



UC F3 (core) Why do 
Christians put a cross in an 
Easter garden?  

 Ongoing throughout the year: Explore the natural world- welly walks in the local environment 
Expressive Arts and 

Design 
EYFS Expressive art and design –  
Creating with Materials  
- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function;  
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.  
Being Imaginative and Expressive  
- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;  
- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;  
- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 
Explore a variety of 
brushes to create art work 
Explore primary colours 
Draw/paint basic people  
Sing and join in with 
simple rhymes and songs 
Listen to a range of music- 
live and recorder 

Draw, paint people with 
increasing detail 
Decorate boxed etc using a 
variety of media 
Scrunch materials for a 
purpose 
Share likes/dislikes about a 
performance 
Sculpt using rolling, pressing 
and patting techniques 

Draw people with 
increasing detail 
Join items together with 
glue or tape to create from 
an idea 
Join malleable mixed 
media together to create in 
3D 
Sing an range of songs 

Combine media and 
materials to create 
Explore mixing colour 
using ready mix and 
powder paint 
Use scissors correctly to 
make snips in paper 
Tear materials- paper for a 
purpose  
Make up songs in play 
Share likes and dislikes 
about performances and 
give reasons using- 
because 

Observational drawing and 
painting 
Add details to painting 
with fine brushes 
Discuss primary colours- 
mix to make secondary 
colours 
Design and adapt plans to 
create 
Use scissors to make 
deliberate cuts in paper 
Scrunch, tear and fold for 
a purpose 
Sing and perform a wide 
range of songs 

Draw and paint people 
with detail 
Add black and white to 
colours to alter tint and 
shade 
Join and assemble junk 
models with a purpose 
Build models using a range 
of media 
Learn and perform a range 
of songs 
Give reasons for likes and 
dislikes in music 
 

AccessArt EYFS 

 

Ourselves/superheroes 
 
Understanding identity and exploring 
relationships- self-portraits – photography 
 
Exploring the power of creativity- finger 
palette portraits 
 

Space 
Exploring the power of creativity- drawing 
by torchlight/painting with plasticine/nursey 
night-time collage 

Mini beast/growing 
 
Exploring the power of creativity- 
minibeast artwork/spiral snails/wildflower 
meadow/ducklings 

Possible art skills 
developed through 

topics- sequence may 
change  

 
 

Ongoing throughout the year- Charanga music and AccessArt 

 



 



 


